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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: the term "storing" 
should be inserted between the terms "for" and "delivery". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-6, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Kikuchi et al (US Patent 5,552,901). 

With respect to claim 1 , Kikuchi et al discloses that the FAX server 1 is 
connected to opposite (opposite-party) FAXes 6 via a public switched network 5 (col 1, 
lines 63-65), and that the print document table 29 is configured of an area 29a for 
storing the identifier of each remote FAX 9 having made a request for printing, an area 
29b for storing the data format of the data of each document accumulated in the 
document data storage 30, an area 29c for storing the start address of the accumulation 
(col 6, lines 50-55), which reads on a memory for storing delivery conditions, including 
whether or not a request for data transfer should be accepted, in accordance with at 
least part of an address of a data transmitter; and 
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when the FAX server including LAN controller for controlling a communication 
(col 3, lines 4-5), and it accepts the information items of the destination user identifier, 
destination telephone No., transmission time and date, etc. entered by the use of the 
operation control unit 22 and sends the accepted information items to the FAX server 1 
(col 8, lines 58-66), which reads on a control unit for determining whether the request 
for data transfer should be accepted, based on the address of the data transmitter and 
the delivery conditions. 

With respect to claim 2, Kikuchi discloses the transmission document table 27 is 
configured of an area 27a for storing the user identifier of each request for FAX 
transmission, an area 27b for storing the user identifier of each transmission 
destination, an area 27c for storing the telephone number of the destination (col 6, lines 
21-25), which reads on a memory for delivery conditions including recipients registered 
in accordance with at least part of an address of a data transmitter; and 

the broadcast facility of transmitting the identical document to the plurality of 
different opposite FAXes 6 can be realized by utilizing the transmission document table 
27 (col 6, lines 33-35), which reads on a control unit for determining a recipient of data, 
based on the address of the data transmitter and the delivery conditions, and 
transferring the data to the determined recipient. 

With respect to claim 3, Kikuchi discloses an area 27d for storing the time and 
date of the transmission (col 6, lines 25-26), which reads on the delivery conditions 
include day and time of data transfer. 
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With respect to claim 5, Kikuchi discloses he transmission document table 27 is 
configured of an area 27a for storing the user identifier of each request for FAX 
transmission, an area 27b for storing the user identifier of each transmission 
destination, an area 27c for storing the telephone No. of the destination, (col 6, lines 21- 
25), which reads on the recipient is specified by a facsimile number or e-mail address. 

With respect to claim 6, Kikuchi discloses that the broadcast facility of 
transmitting the identical document to the plurality of different opposite FAXes 6 can be 
realized by utilizing the transmission document table 27 (col 6, lines 33-35), which reads 
on the controller can transfer the data to a plurality of recipients. 

With respect to claim 8, Kikuchi discloses that the printers 8 which print the 
document data on recording paper are interconnected by the LAN 4 (col 1, lines 63-65), 
which reads on the recipients include a printer connected to the another network. 
3. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Okada 
(US Patent 5,757,510). 

With respect to claim 10, Okada discloses the facsimile mail apparatus 3 
constitutes a mail center by being connected to the exchange 2 either for a PBX or for a 
public network (col 3, lines 34-37) and the receiving line transfers facsimile information 
from the facsimile terminal 1 (col 3, lines 44-45), which reads on receiving data over a 
network; and 

in FIG. 9, a delivery reservation table 34 in FIG. 5 accomodates registration of a 
sender ID, a line group name, a mail sending function, a mail storing position, a receipt 
number, a receipt date/time, and a number of sheets. The mail storing position 
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indicates an address within the aforementioned magnetic disk drive 16 (col 4, lines 59- 
64), which reads on determining whether the data should be transferred to a designated 
recipient based on predetermined delivery conditions and an address of a data 
transmitter. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Okada discloses a sending line control portion 28 
governs sending lines between the exchange 2 and the facsimile mail apparatus 
3. A sending line transfers facsimile information from the facsimile mail apparatus 3 
(col 3, lines 45-48), which reads on transferring the data to the designated recipient 
according to determination made in the step B. 

With respect to claim 12, Okada discloses priority is given to the functional 
condition, division can be such that the group A assigned to special delivery comprises 
10 lines, the group B assigned to time-specified delivery comprises 10 lines, and the 
group C assigned to ordinary delivery comprises 22 lines (col 7, lines 3-7), which reads 
on the predetermined delivery conditions include day and time of data transfer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kikuchi et 

al (US Patent 5,552,901) in view of Albal (US Patent 5,826,034 A). Kikuchi et al 

discloses the transmission document table 27 is configured of an area 27a for storing 
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the user identifier of each request for FAX transmission, an area 27b for storing the user 
identifier of each transmission destination, an area 27c for storing the telephone number 
of the destination (col 6, lines 21-25), which reads on a memory for delivery conditions 
including recipients registered in accordance with at least part of an address of a data 
transmitter; and 

the broadcast facility of transmitting the identical document to the plurality of 
different opposite FAXes 6 can be realized by utilizing the transmission document table 
27 (col 6, lines 33-35), which reads on a control unit for determining a recipient of data, 
based on the address of the data transmitter and the delivery conditions, and 
transferring the data to the determined recipient. Kikuchi et al does not disclose 
expressly that the recipients are specified by facsimile numbers and e-mail addresses. 
Albal discloses as shown in FIG. 4, the name, e-mail address, fax number, fax-print 
number, and post office address are provided for the delivery parameters by the 
payload entry 102. Note that this information is recipient specific (col 8, lines 48-52). 
Kikuchi et al and Albal are analogous art because they are from the similar problem 
solving area of delivery addressing. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of Albal to Kikuchi et a I 
in order to obtain associating names with delivery identifiers. The motivation for doing 
so would be to associate delivery identifiers with recipients. 

5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okada 
(US Patent 5,757,510) in view of Kikuchi et al (US Patent 5,552,901). Okada discloses 
the facsimile mail apparatus 3 constitutes a mail center by being connected to the 
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exchange 2 either for a PBX or for a public network (col 3, lines 34-37) and the 
receiving line transfers facsimile information from the facsimile terminal 1 (col 3, lines 
44-45) which reads on receiving data over a network; and 

in FIG. 9, a delivery reservation table 34 in FIG. 5 accomodates registration of a 
sender ID, a line group name, a mail sending function, a mail storing position, a receipt 
number, a receipt date/time, and a number of sheets. The mail storing position 
indicates an address within the aforementioned magnetic disk drive 16 (col 4, lines 59- 
64), which reads on determining whether the data should be transferred to a designated 
recipient based on predetermined delivery conditions and an address of a data 
transmitter. 

Okada does not disclose expressly the recipient is a printer connected to the 
network. Kikuchi et al discloses that the FAX 6 is of an ordinary type, which has the 
facility of transmitting a document read by a scanner, through a public switched 
network, and the facility of printing a received document by a printer (col 22, lines 3-6). 
Okada and Kikuchi et al are analogous art because they are from the similar problem 
solving area of data output. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of Kikuchi et al to Okada in order 
to obtain an additional means to output image data. The motivation for doing so would 
be to have an alternate means to output data. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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6. Claims 4, 9, 13, and 15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8733. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached at 703-305-4863. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305- 
3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 
or Faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only ). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
Crystal Park II 
2121 Crystal Drive 

Arlington, VA Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 




